
In April 2000, Charolyn Pedlar set 
up boutique fund management 
company, Platinum Portfolios, and 

is today a fifty percent equity partner in 
the business. She is joint manager of the 
Platinum Portfolios Global and Local 
Funds and Investment Solutions.

Charolyn’s career in the financial 
services industry started in 1983 
when she joined the Prudential Life 
Assurance Company as a broker 
consultant.  Soon after, the company 
was taken over by Liberty Life, and 
she was transferred to Johannesburg 
from Pietermaritzburg.  She became 
the youngest female branch manager 
in Liberty Life’s Broker division, 
running the Wits branch of 10 broker 
consultants and two junior managers. 

  Charolyn joined Clerical Medical 
International in 1993 as the Marketing 
Manager for Southern Africa and 
a year after, she was appointed as 
Regional Manager Africa.  Her 
function was to establish master 
distributor networks throughout 
Africa including South Africa. In 
1996, she joined asset management 
company, Appleton as the National 

Manager - International Marketing, 
and was tasked with setting up a 
network of IFAs nationally as well as 
providing offshore investment training 
to the company’s sales managers.

When she founded Platinum 
Portfolios in 2000, her initial 
experience was to lead the offshore 
investment management. Today, 
she drives the investment process at 
Platinum Portfolios that determines 
the ongoing asset 
allocation and stock 
selection of the 
Platinum Funds.

“According to a 
Morningstar report 
on fund managers and 
gender, women are under-represented 
in fund management ranks globally, 
and there has been little improvement 
in the situation since the financial 
crisis,” she says.

“Several popularised articles suggest 
women make better fund managers 
than men because they do not suffer 
from overconfidence,” she adds. “Barber 
& Odean (2001), for example, found 
that men trade 45% more than women, 

indicating that women tend to hold their 
investment positions for longer.”

For Charolyn, fund management is 
her interest and passion. “I enjoy what 
I do. I understand that results do not 
appear overnight; you must be patient 
and wait for the results to develop and 
mature. I don’t have ‘creative moments’, 
nor do I have dramatic moments of 
insights, or eureka moments - these are 
myths.” She explains that her ongoing 

daily hard work is made up 
of processes, “lots of small, 
ongoing activities that are 
developed and improved.”  

Dealing with the perception 
that you need to be a man 
to get some recognition and 

credibility in the industry has been one 
of her biggest professional challenges.  
“However, the challenges that I have 
faced often presented opportunities.  
Leaving the corporate environment and 
redirecting my energy into starting my 
own business has allowed me to create 
my own brand and do it my way”  

When asked who has inspired her 
along the way she says that she was 
lucky to work with some incredible 

Fund management is  
her interest and passion

people who guided and inspired her, 
but the person that inspired her the 
most was her father.  He has always 
been available with wise advice and 
guided her in the belief that she could 
do anything that she 
set her mind to no 
matter what the 
obstacles.

Charolyn is 
involved in 
various charity 
activities.  She 
plays tennis, 
enjoys 
hiking, 
swimming 
and loves 
to travel.
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